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Reading about last weekend's Regattam@ebrought, back «so many 
memories, and it also made me realize that I am the oldest living queen 
of that festival.Our court attended an ex-Astorian picnic at Laurel- 
hurst park a few weeks before our Regatta and I have a picture of me 
and the woman who was then the oldest PastesGucen. 1 never thought. 

I also was reminded of a bit of history about the rebirth of the 
REgatta in 1932. My father was a member of th2 Regatta commission that 
year and I later learned from him something that probably I alone now 
know about its queen. It is not necessarily something that should be 
told right now, but it certainly will be an interesting part of a long 
range history of the event. 

There was not a great deal of .money. available for the water 
festival , so someone suggested that buttons be sold by Astoria women, 
With the one sslling the most to be named giueen. Quite a number of 
young ladies competed, not realizing the odds against their winning!!! 
When the deadline had passed a very attractive young woman whom no one 
seemed to know had sold by far the most badges and had earned the right 
to wear tne crown. She was gilite attractive and only a chosen few 
realized that she was one of Anna Bay's "girls" from Astor Street. She 
was crowned, but SiVveneveryewitelospanie COSDlayelLl tne —restieor LaGa fess 
tivities 

When preparations were started for the 1933 Regatta, the planners 
knew they had to have some other method of selecting a queen. To the 
rescue came A.W. Norblad, an Astoria lawyer and former state senator.He 
Grrerede a Oomoelcayeal | wtire icos ese of ethe -queensand, her-.court, 1f they 
would select his daughter, Eleanor, a graduate of Astoria high school 
currently attending the University ot Oregon.The Regatta commission ac- 
cepted his offer as an easy solution to the pouoplem.< 

When it came time to select a queen for the 1934 Regatta the group 
chose Josephine Waffle, also an Astoria high graduate and a junior -at 
the University of Oregon. She was a grandaughgter of Benjamin Young, a 
well-known early Astoria pioneer. 

I was chosen for the 1935 Regatta because my father, Merle R. 
Chessman, had contributed a great deal to the community, and a grate- 


ful group felt that was a way to rewarduiiti. in thosesdays. tl twas free to 


select my own three princesses. The only restriction was that 


one represent the west end of town, one the east end and one the center 
Of vASLOrla. 

Nancy Fulton, also from a pioneer Astoria family, was tne» 1336 
queen. I think that type of queen selection remainsd for a few years 
until the system of adding princesses from outside the city to com- 
Desee cor sther crown was selected.It was patterned after the Rose 


Festival royal) court. 
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Robert W. Lucas 


9135 SW Summerfield Ct. 
Tigard, OR 97224-5651 
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